
Rob Leiden, K1 UI, shows a map of the many rhombic antennas that used to
populate the WCC site.

Titanic were saved after an S.O.S. trans-
mitted from the ship's Marconi Room
alerted rescuers.

In 1914 WCC Chatham replaced
Wellfleet as part of the network of Marconi
land -based wireless radio stations that
would link North America, Europe, Japan,
and voyagers across the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. However WCC "Wireless
Cape Cod" was to take on a much more
significant place in history.

Initially WCC was primarily a moni-
toring station, but operators could trans-
mit via remote control from another site
in Marion, Massachusetts. The WCC
rhombic antennas were said to have been
designed by H.H. Beverage, developer of
the Beverage wave guide antenna still
popular among DXers today.

The WCC site was taken over by the
U.S. Navy during both World Wars, most
notably during World War II after the
Enigma code was broken. Navy operators
at WCC were able to receive and decode
the enciphered signals from the German
high command and otherwise nearly
undetectable submerged U-boats, which
combined with direction -finding gave
Allied forces the ability to pinpoint their
positions. WCC was sold to RCA and
maintained as a maritime communica-
tions station under the name "Radio -
marine Corporation of America." By the
1950s WCC was arguably the busiest
wireless communications station in the
western hemisphere, operating transmit-
ters from longwave to the shortwave
marine bands. WCC history also extends

beyond the oceans, holding a role in aero-
nautics including communications with
Charles Lindbergh, Amelia Earhart, and
the last known communication with the
Hindenburg before its fiery demise.

With the breakup of RCA in 1998,
WCC became part of MCI. By 1993 WCC
was no longer a manned station, now
under remote control by sister station
KPH in California. WCC operated at 436 -
kHz longwave, KPH at 426 kHz, and both
monitored the international calling and
distress frequency of 500 kHz. In 1994
the site was added to the National Register

of Historic Places. WCC went off the air
in 1997, a victim of downsizing and tech-
nological advancements. Although the
town of Chatham purchased the property
in 1999, the site remained dormant until
the newly organized CMMC came to the
rescue in 2002.

The Chatham Marconi
Maritime Center

l'he CMMC now leases the Marconi
site from the town, and will be opening a
museum in the restored WCC operations
building early this summer. Additionally
the WCC Amateur Radio Association
operates WA1WCC from a corner of the
building. The museum was opened to the
local community briefly last August for a
sneak preview. The CMMC has since
been working hard in preparation for the
grand opening.

"We're making it more interactive, not
just a display of antiques," said CMMC
Vice President Frank Messina, KB1UZZ.
"We're working with school systems to
help educate the teachers bringing the
kids here, to develop an interest in what
happened here. We try to explain the
whole concept of communication."

In addition to the many artifacts on dis-
play, there's a Morse code kiosk with a
practice key, and a mini -theater for view-
ing a short film narrated by Walter
Cronkite. The CMMC collaborates with
schools to develop curriculum within the
guidelines of the Massachusetts Science
Technology Engineering Math (STEM)
program. In addition, the WA 1WCC club

The historic WCC operations building now serves as the Chatham Marconi Maritime
Center museum.

www.popular-communications.corn POP'COMM APRIL 2011 39


